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NV 7, MAYURBHANJ ROAD, KOLKATA — 700023

A brief report on Diversity Festival — Calcutta 23 in November 2019

Concept Note of the Diversity Festival :

“Mujhmein Geeta ka saar bhi hai, ek urdu ka akhbaar bhi hai
Mera ek mahina Ramzan bhi hai, maine kiya toh Ganga snaan bhi hai”

These lines from Hussain Haidry’s celebrated poem ‘Hindustani Musalmaan’ (2017) aptly
describe the cosmopolitan nature of the main port area of the city of Kolkata — Kidderpore.
Kidderpore area (comprising of Kidderpore, Mominpore and Ekbalpore) is not only noted for
its chequered past but is still holding on to its pluralistic present. Amusingly enough, the
multiplicity of Kidderpore is often mistaken to be a ‘melting pot” where ‘other’ cultures have
faded into oblivion to give way to a hegemonic, dominant Muslim culture. This assumption is
might be statistically true but its ambience is multi-ethnic. In ‘Ekbalpore: A Study in
Contrast’ Syeda Ayesha Ali pertinently describes the cosmopolitan vibe of the area:
“Residents (here) wake up to the call for the morning prayers, Fajr Azaan, and if they are still
in bed this is followed by the sound of Church bells to rouse them (Strangely Beloved 133)”.
The coexistence of English, Urdu, Oriya, Hindi, Bengali medium schools in the Kidderpore
area bear out the point. Once a home to three of Bengal’s most prominent poets, this area
champions in polyphonic life styles. Therefore, Kidderpore area, like a ‘salad bowl’,
continues to nourish Masjids and Imambaras, along with Temples and Churches.

While some parts of our history and culture enjoy prominence, some risk being lost in the
sands of time. Despite being the main port area of the city of Kolkata, which results in
Kidderpore being one of the oldest yet busiest areas of the city, the metanarrative of
Kolkata’s history have hardly included the potent mini narratives of the richly layered
Kidderpore area. Thus, Kidderpore area remained as one of the lesser discussed and seldom
visited places by the city’s educated middle classes and elites. Time has come to re-
investigate this politics of representation, to unearth the cause of this exclusionary treatment,
to interrogate whether Kidderpore area is really a Muslim ‘ghetto’ as portrayed in modern
times by popular media or a proper amalgamation of everything that the city stands for.

The nature of the Diversity Festival organized by the Heritage study centre with
IQAC of the college in November 2019 was in tune with its theme — diverse. Without
restricting to a stereotypical, uniform, and formal structure, the celebration was split up into a
number of micro activitieswhich included neighbourhood walk, lectures on relevant issues
by public figures, screen issue-based films, discussion on aspects of communal harmony
during the day. Evenings, on both the days, would be replete with cultural programmes. Food
kiosks comprising of local delicacies. These were expected to enhance knowledge about
intangible cultural heritage of the area. Art installations would preach messages of peace and
harmony. Most importantly, the festival bought the artists, activists, teachers, students from
different colleges, communities, school children, career counsellors, documentary film
makers, etc under a rainbow umbrella .
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The festival was held on 29™ and 30" November, 2019 at Government Girls’
General Degree College, Ekbalpore, a newly established government college in
Mominpore. Majority of the students as well as all the casual staff members belong to
Kidderpore area. Since teaching and non- teaching members of the college, inhabiting from
different parts of the State, are interacting with them on a daily basis, they have come to
acknowledge the immense socio-cultural potential of the area. Collaboration with ‘Know
Your Neighbour’, (an organisation which has been established in 2016, the same year as this
college) was directed to convey a message of communal harmony, peaceful co-existence
through intercultural dialogues and thereby attempting to build bridges amongst people,
particularly at this time of social unrest. This programme was a part of College’s extension
activity that gave the college an opportunity to establish a network with its neighbourhood. It
provided the students with an awareness and knowledge of the rich local culture and history
that mostly go unnoticed in the general humdrum of life. They enjoyed the privilege of
listening to a 13™ century Urdu oral story telling art form, Dastangoi, in Urdu and Bengali.
They also got familiar with various job opportunities in the Career counselling sessions on
both the days of the festival. Film shows and documentaries, on topics of contemporary
relevance enhanced their sensibilities and raised awareness on pertinent topics which guided
them towards a better understanding of the social situation that surrounds them. The festival
offered the students an enviable platform to showcase their talents in different co-curricular
and cultural activities like poster making, designing rangoli, skit and verse dance
programmes. In short, through this Diversity Festival the students got an unique opportunity
to experience a cultural environment (which they have never experienced before) and to map
future avenues in their lives.

CALCUTTA 23

CELEBRATING THE DIVERSITY

Join the march to stop
the indiscriminate use
of vehicular hornin
your locality.

Let us take initiatives to
make our locality better.

Call 8697919308 |

9831632697 to join the
march on November 28,
2019 @ Mominpore

Government Girls’ General Degree College, Kolkata Page 2



GOVERNMENT GIRLS’ GENERAL DEGREE COLLEGE

7, Mayurbhanj Road, Kolkata - 700023

NOTICE

It is notified to all the faculties, staffs and students that the Heritage Study Centre with
IQAC, Government Girls' General Degree College in collaboration with Know Your
Neighbour is going to organize a two day’s programme of Diversity festival named Calcutta
23: Celebrating Diversity on 29 & 30 November, 2019 at Government Girls' General

Degree College premises, All the members of the college are requested to participate in the
event.
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CALCUTTA 23

Celebrating Diversity
Thursday, 28th November 2019

9amto T pm Harvesting Plastic- Nelghbeurhood Clearing Drive

Friday, 29th November 2019
8.30 to 10.30 am Nelghbourhood Walk by KYN and Breakfree Tralls
11 am to 12.30 pm Insugural Program
Guests - Japab Firhad Hakim, Anita Agnikotri, P.8, Salim, M.
Swresh Kumar
1topm Poster Competition facilitated by Subhendu Dasgupta, Dr. Koel
2todpm Adhikary & Prof. Suradhuni $hosh
Fllm Screening
4105 pm Swayam, Anjali, Azad
Stolpm Kabir Katha- discussion by Samik Bandopadhyay & Joya Mitra
Cultural program
« Performance by Students and Teachersz of GEGDC
« Musical performance (Moushumi Bhowmik & Satyaki Banetjee)
« Dastaangol in Urdu (Nadeem Shah Subrawardy)
Saturday, 30th November 2019
10 am to 12.30 pm Children’s Programme Kothekotn facilitaled by Sudesinag
Moitra and Santanil Ganguly
12.30 10 2.30 pm Volces of the community with Swayam, Dapt. of Histoty-Ji
Track
Jted4pm Certificate Distribution T
@ FRIDAY, 29TH NOVEMBER, 2019
4.30 to 8 pm Cultural progrem
« Performance by Students and Teachers of 66GOC
* Musical perfermance (Pacidhi Band)

+ Dastaangol In Bangla (Calcutta Karavan)

« Careor Fair will bo held on 29th and 30th- from 11 am to 4
« Wall painting by artists from Pavliov Hospital
« Art installations by Sufia Khatoon & Soumyadeep Roy

ENTRY TO ALL EVENTS IS FREE AND OPEN TO ALL!
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Khir Katha : Discubon by Sasmeh Basabispantbryay & lare Mitra,
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Hations, wall graffits, etc. to be made during the program
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Poster drawing by children on 29™ November 2019

Wall Graffiti designed by the Mental Health
Organization , Anjali

Judgement session of the poster competition held by
the resource persons
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Cultural Performance on festival theme by our
college students
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Kahani Mahesh Ki

29th November, 2019
7 p.m.to 8:30 p.m.

L
CALCUTTA 23 : CELEBRATING DIVERSITY
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Dastangoi presented by Nadeem Shah Suhrawardy
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Iversity

30th November., 2019

Supported By
WBMDFC (-

Our Partners
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Participants , organizers and collaborators of the Grand Festival in November
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Students Participation list in the Diversity Festival - 29" November 2019

CALCUTTA 23: CELEBRATING DIVERSITY FESTIVAL
e Study Centre, Govrnroe it
nee Sheet on 29t November 2019

t Girky' €

A4 ¥ialras 24.n 14 AT o Aoty | Webor Fatoma- 29,075
e " | Faise Siconmina. 29/ulis " e [indws Tebowd 2401 1
abfaa bdkaeea i |1y ﬁuqumk&d’"»— ) . .
at % Yedrlan 5 < W/ S /:»1\,__ WAL 1Y
v 1, m s
= 2 2 | Sota £ifrs $iliana a1ful g
= TRV P » v v Andita Mallink  24-1-i3
Lgwarm  Aleae
) 2 y l"k'“ ;)A\ .;-'-3,, 1
— s % e 2y (,,' ar AL Amroin za/ul1y
Sumeine  Thavin 35, 11,00
d L
A_’“'“, favveen 29 |u)a Bodhs Talwacen @3/r] 19
gt idabum 29 )14
Habba batinn 29,1,
CALCUTTA 23: CELEBRATING DIVERSITY FESTIVAL CALCUTTA 23; CELEBRATING DIVERSITY FESTIVAL
Organtsed by Heritags St T ent Girls' General Degrue Collegs Organised by Herltage S v, Government Girls' General Degree Colloge
Attendance Sheet on 29th® November 2019 Attendance ton 29tk November 2019
[P v | Yt F— '_ i e A
' o Shagew pof 29/ults | e dhe Khadom 29119
- a v 1 ” z : 2 KCepes, Y‘"uw, s A0 1q
W 3 Q. bhatom 2414 | anc | " Arlia Meabon oo yye
viwn - Yarbic, TAbAL, 2200(13 - sanson g #{amig Flrva, ’55,“./@
- ¢ | o Craédnd Show 25710/ v B A
— == 5 f\ i ¥ =
. v S ron 99-t-19 ! ")“‘““ halign 29. 1119
e Sarar hrn—29.11.19 : x
= Mabovie. Nesa 245 11,15
‘ | Tga Favhal 2q.u-19
[ " i Nselan- AKA b 29118
Nesa ({;\4 L, A% . 0. 29
Salma. Yhad®n 291,19
CAL : CELE
CALCUTTA 23; CELEBRATING DIVERSITY FESTIVAL ot A CLEBRATING ’L"m‘ SITY FESTIVAL
Organised hy Heritage Study Contre, Governnient Girls” General Degree Coliege od ol o Girky: General 4
Attendance Sheet on MH* November 2019 ! i it iz 53
,‘ T — ~ e | o o :
~ e el T [y [res——— — | yoton wone Cute
E = = —~ ATt gy | STV o = —
P " 5 2 =
<\ Suendar 241, 19 Gtk 1 SRR (R =
L = - - wa o [eac Do Db Rha 2411 (9
‘ £ | o ¥ Y =
i | owe Sale Nasy 24 | 9 Ponhin Elvw 29-11-19
2 ) b = SRalianma K&Tm 29- i : : T
\ — : \ 4 Robina owa, 24. 149
e < oy Praaska Doy 19.0 14
= r/\"v:'r\«t :l\u{ 259.11.19. ' ‘ T v =
W . Kona Aty 294 =
7 Iaba fasvarn 39.0 .19
1o
i i i Ras Katree 24,019 ?
7 y; S - wew Subia. 2g i1
Elapfle Hesbns 2900/ .
it Tulud 24 y -

Government Girls’ General Degree College, Kolkata

Page 7




Students Participation list in the Diversity Festival - 30" November 2019
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x\\)r T 3
g) W\ Government Girls’ General Degree College &
Know Your Neighbour (an initiative of SNAP)

Present

CALCUTTA23 : EIE RAI

Caertificate of Participation

Th:s is to certify that Dr Prof / Me /Mrs/Ms AijK;v KRatoon-
Dyt e
50““’(\)\"“‘*' _j"’(‘.‘.ﬁ e 4’9—.7”*"' vc‘.’u'zie:. DOFTI;‘\,&}?QJ as /performed in
Calcutta 23 : Celebrating Diversity on 29 & 30 November
College, Ekbalpore. She/He secured
Competition / Programme on 29/30 November, 2019

pasition in

& S, Lis A .M""’ 3
i &, e
Dr. Antara Mukherjee Dr. Syeda S.M. Alquadri _Dr. D.P. Banerjee
Coordinator, IQAC
Assistant Professor of English & ) cinChar Government Girls

Ceneral Degree College

wernment Lirls' General Degree College

Shudank

2019 at Government Girls' General Dearee

at

Saban Alam ed
Mr. Sabir Ahamed

ta
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Sample certificate issued at the event to the participants
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