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BEST PRACTICE 2  
 

" India has been the land of philosophers and the home of spiritualism. It has given birth to various religions 

which teach the world the lesson of peace, harmony and love". 

-------Swami Vivekananda  

 

We believe in this eternal truth that, ' it is not the honour that you take with you, but the heritage you leave 

behind ',as Branch Rickey said. 

 

India is a land of rich tradition where history of religion,  philosophy, language, literature, art, music, dance, 

craft, heritage of culinary, above all the whole cultural milieu creates a symphony of plurality and diversity. 
 

 

An academic institution should not be confined into the syllabus and examination. Our responsibility is to extend the 

value of education to our students, into the deep root of our country‟s heritage. Therefore, the idea to establish a 

Heritage study centre is inculcating for students' value added education. 

 

The Vision and Mission of The Heritage Study Centre formed in the session 

2019-2020 

 

VISION 
--------------------------------------- 

1) The Heritage study centre can play  an important role to promote,  preserve and  create documents on Indian 

cultural heritage and Indian identity. The faculty members and the  students associated with this centre might trace 

the  society's roots of  extinct culture. 

 

2) The Heritage study  centre is designed to create awareness about the rich tradition of the  locality and generating 

interest and basic understanding  about the Indian cultural heritage among our students. 

 

3) This centre aims to make a bridge between the local communities  and our institution. Our socio -academic interest 

is to create awareness regarding the local history and rich Indian tradition among the neighbouring people.The 

Heritage study centre can foreground the rich aspects of cultural heritage of this locality by unearthing interesting 

tells of communal harmony.  

 

4)  This centre aims to rediscover the lost stories of nineteenth centuries literary stalwarts of this area. One of the 

greatest contributors of Bengal Renaissance, Michael Madhusudan Dutt, Hem Chandra Bandyopadhyay and their 

literary works contains the heritage of this area as well. The centre is also keen to organise seminar, heritage walk( to 

the residence of Poet Madhusudan Dutt at Khiderpur),Film show to rediscover the cultural heritage.  

 

5) Our vision is to develop the skill of our students in mainly three fold ways---  (a) to give them exposure to  

multiple academic events (b) to encourage them for presenting papers,  making short videos, cultural shows, 

organising and conducting prestigious festivals,  (c) awarding certificates as a mark of recognition of their efforts.  

 

(6)  The Centre 's vision is to create heritage  volunteers amongst students,   with proper knowledge,  for heritage 

walk and guided heritage tour. 

 

(7) Thus the centre aims to create opportunities for the students to build further careers in Tourism Management 

courses too. 

 

(8) The Heritage study centre offers alternative space for study  regarding  our heritage and deep rooted Indian 

culture  to our students ------★  by landscape documentation, ★ Digital Training, ★ Interviewing local people,★ 
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making independent  documentary films ★ Cultivating  the culture of unique food, oral history, craftsmanship, as a 

symbol of local heritage.  

 

(9)Thus, the centre aims to create opportunities  to  open self help groups, start up businesses  by our students in 

future, for their economic support.  

 

(10) Our vision is to have a collaborative publication unit,  which will regularly publish articles, books,photo stories 

related to the locality and beyond.  

 

(11)  The heritage study Centre's most important  vision is to organise workshops,  conferences, seminars,  awareness 

programmes, festivals to project the syphony of cultural milieu. 

 

 

THE MISSION  
 

Student oriented mission 
 

1) Students exchange programmes between neighbouring  colleges for monthly talk on Indian cultural 

heritage,  local history and culture.  The talk will be delivered by  the experts of the  relevant subject.  

 

2) Heritage walks could be organised by our interested faculty members,  students and associating partners 

like " Know Your Neighbour ".  Few numbers of external participants will be welcomed in such 

neighbourhood walks for creating awareness and generating funds for organising more programme / 

publications.   

 

(3)A short term Certificate Course or workshop  on Heritage Study, ie,  Research Methodology on 

preservation and promotion of heritage could be organised for the interested students ; preferably for the 

alumni. This course pattern might incorporate interdisciplinary topics, research methodology at UG level,  

videography,  podcasting, photography, article / content writing,  heritage preservation methods, local 

heritage landscape analysis, cultural and historical studies, concept of Muse ology, Digital Humanities, 

Migrant Studies etc. 

 

(4) Exhibition of photographs of Heritage Buildings and religious places to demonstrate the diversity and 

history of peaceful co existence of different communities. 

 

Research oriented mission for the faculties and researchers  
 

1) In depth research on local cultural history,  socio -economic history,  port oriented history,  history of 

migrants, Local Culinary history and the  revisited  the  history of the greatest contributors of Bengal 

Renaissance from the area of Kolkata 700023. 

 

2) Annual publication and research outcomes in peer reviewed journals. 

 

3) Annual conference and International,  National, State level seminar on heritage and cultural studies.  

 

4) Diversity programme to increase awareness, popularity of local culture and make an understanding about 

larger perspectives of Bengali / Indian culture.  

  

5) Heritage walk and associated academic work  

 

6)Collaboration with West Bengal Government 's Heritage Department, INTACH and other Governmental 

or Non Governmental organizations for conducting more research on the cultural heritage of this locality , 

both tangible and intangible ; Will approach   the Heritage Department   for research and publication  funds.  
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(7)Collaboration with the Tourism Department for generating interest of the tourists to visit this locality 

and explore the history,  culture and food of College locality.  

 

(8) Beyond the local history, religion, culture and language  our mission is to expand our students' interest,  

knowledge and research aptitudes towards the deep rooted history of Indian cultural heritage.  

 

 (9) To extend our work, our mission is to give proposals for collaborative ventures to The Indian Museum,  

The Archeological Survey of India, Alipur Jail Museum,  Victoria Memorial also. 

 

Community Oriented Mission  
 

1) Special training of the local women, especially alumni for cooking popular old local foods. Thus they  

create start up businesses and earn solely.     

 

2)Performance  of various popular art form ( mostly Katthak dance) in this area.  

 

3) Conducting various programmes incorporating local communities / particularly local women,  to exhibit 

their  special skills of handicrafts, cooking, sewing to the greater world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

College location at Mominpore area—close to Kiddepore Dock, Alipore Zoo Garden , National 

Meusuem House of Poet Michael Madhusudan Dutta , Shahi Imambara ,Jagannath Temple 

Location of the College at Mayurbhanj Road, Kolkata 

Alipore Zoo Garden 

Kidderpore Dock Gate No. 1  

National Library  

House of Michael Madhusudan Dutta  

Shahi  Imambara 

Sri. Jagannath Temple  

PORT AREA OF KOLKATA CITY  – MELTING POT OF MULTI- ETHNIC GROUPS 
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College location at Mayurbhanj Road, 

Kolkata in Mominpur Locality 

Kidderpore Dock Area 

House of Michael Madhusudan Dutta at 

Kiddepore Area 

Location of Jagannath Temple at Kidderpore Area 

Location of Alipore Zoological Garden  

Location of National Library very near to Alipore 

Zoological Garden at Alipore area 

NEARNESS OF THE COLLEGE TO 

HERITAGE SITES IN KIDDERPORE- 

MOMINPORE-EKBALPORE AREA 

(ASREFLECTED FROM THE 

LATITUDE –LONGITUDE 

INFORMATION OF DIFFERENT 

HERITAGE SITES 

Mayurbhanj Rajbari –Heritage building 

now converted to Jyan Ghosh 

Polytechnic College 
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Events organized by the Heritage Study Centre 

  
With the objective for inclusive development of the learners and to generate awareness regarding the rich 

local history and Indian tradition of the locality of Kidderpore- Mominpore- Ekbalpur area, the study centre 

in collaboration with IQAC has already arrange two diversity programs/ events within the college premises 

- one in November 2019 before the Pandemic and  another in November 2022 in the post Pandemic period 

involving the local community and NGOs within the tenure of 2019-2020 to 2022-2023 session .   

 

Event 1  

 

A brief report on Diversity Festival – Calcutta 23 in November 2019  
 

Concept Note of the Diversity Festival  :  

 

“Mujhmein Geeta ka saar bhi hai, ek urdu ka akhbaar bhi hai 

Mera ek mahina Ramzan bhi hai, maine kiya toh Ganga snaan bhi hai” 
 

These lines from Hussain Haidry‟s celebrated poem „Hindustani Musalmaan‟ (2017) aptly describe the 

cosmopolitan nature of the main port area of the city of Kolkata – Kidderpore. Kidderpore area (comprising 

of Kidderpore, Mominpore and Ekbalpore) is not only noted for its chequered past but is still holding on to 

its pluralistic present. Amusingly enough, the multiplicity of Kidderpore is often mistaken to be a „melting 

pot‟ where „other‟ cultures have faded into oblivion to give way to a hegemonic, dominant Muslim culture. 

This assumption is might be statistically true but its ambience is multi-ethnic. In „Ekbalpore: A Study in 

Contrast‟ Syeda Ayesha Ali pertinently describes the cosmopolitan vibe of the area: “Residents (here) wake 

up to the call for the morning prayers, Fajr Azaan, and if they are still in bed this is followed by the sound 

of Church bells to rouse them (Strangely Beloved 133)”. The coexistence of English, Urdu, Oriya, Hindi, 

Bengali medium schools in the Kidderpore area bear out the point. Once a home to three of Bengal‟s most 

prominent poets, this area champions in polyphonic life styles. Therefore, Kidderpore area, like a „salad 

bowl‟, continues to nourish Masjids and Imambaras, along with Temples and Churches.  

 

While some parts of our history and culture enjoy prominence, some risk being lost in the sands of time. 

Despite being the main port area of the city of Kolkata, which results in Kidderpore being one of the oldest 

yet busiest areas of the city, the metanarrative of Kolkata‟s history have hardly included the potent mini 

narratives of the richly layered Kidderpore area. Thus, Kidderpore area remained as one of the lesser 

discussed and seldom visited places by the city‟s educated middle classes and elites. Time has come to re-

investigate this politics of representation, to unearth the cause of this exclusionary treatment, to interrogate 

whether Kidderpore area is really a Muslim „ghetto‟ as portrayed in modern times by popular media or a 

proper amalgamation of everything that the city stands for.  

 

The nature of the Diversity Festival organized by the Heritage study centre with IQAC of the 

college in November 2019 was in tune with its theme – diverse.  Without restricting to a stereotypical, 

uniform, and formal structure, the celebration was split up into a number of micro activitieswhich  included 

neighbourhood walk, lectures on relevant issues by public figures, screen issue-based films, discussion on 

aspects of communal harmony during the day. Evenings, on both the days, would be replete with cultural 

programmes. Food kiosks comprising of local delicacies. These were expected to enhance knowledge about 

intangible cultural heritage of the area. Art installations would preach messages of peace and harmony. 

Most importantly, the festival bought the artists, activists, teachers, students from different colleges, 

communities, school children, career counsellors, documentary film makers, etc under a rainbow umbrella .  
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The festival was held on 29
th

 and 30
th

 November, 2019 at Government Girls’ General Degree 

College, Ekbalpore, a newly established government college in Mominpore. Majority of the students as 

well as all the casual staff members belong to Kidderpore area. Since teaching and non- teaching members 

of the college, inhabiting from different parts of the State, are interacting with them on a daily basis, they 

have come to acknowledge the immense socio-cultural potential of the area. Collaboration with „Know 

Your Neighbour‟, (an organisation which has been established in 2016, the same year as this college) was 

directed to convey a message of communal harmony, peaceful co-existence through intercultural dialogues 

and thereby attempting to build bridges amongst people, particularly at this time of social unrest. This 

programme was a part of College‟s extension activity that gave the college an opportunity to establish a 

network with its neighbourhood. It provided the students with an awareness and knowledge of the rich local 

culture and history that mostly go unnoticed in the general humdrum of life. They enjoyed the privilege of 

listening to a 13
th

 century Urdu oral story telling art form, Dastangoi, in Urdu and Bengali. They also got 

familiar with various job opportunities in the Career counselling sessions on both the days of the festival. 

Film shows and documentaries, on topics of contemporary relevance enhanced their sensibilities and raised 

awareness on pertinent topics which guided them towards a better understanding of the social situation that 

surrounds them. The festival offered the students an enviable platform to showcase their talents in different 

co-curricular and cultural activities like poster making, designing rangoli, skit and verse dance 

programmes.  In short, through this Diversity Festival the students got an unique opportunity to experience 

a cultural environment (which they have never experienced before) and to map future avenues in their lives.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walk for awareness Generation Against Noise Pollution 
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Wall Graffiti designed by the Mental Health 

Organization , Anjali  
Key note address by the convenor, Dr. Antara Mukherjee   

Poster drawing by children on 29
th

 November 2019 Judgement session of the poster competition held by 

the resource persons  



Government Girls’ General Degree College, Kolkata Page 10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cultural Performance on festival theme by our 

college students   

Cultural Performance by our college teachers    

Dastangoi presented by Nadeem Shah Suhrawardy  
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Certificate distributed  to the participants by the Resource Person 

Participants , organizers and collaborators of the Grand Festival  in November 

2019 
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Students Participation list in the Diversity Festival - 29
th

 November, 2019 

2019  

1 
2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
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Students Participation list in the Diversity Festival - 30
th

 November 2019  

1 
2 

3 
4 

5 6 

7 
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Sample Certificate 

Published in the enewsroom.in  
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Published in Times of India  

Published in Anandabazar Online   
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Event 2  

 

A brief report on "Food Festival" in   November 2022 
 

The  Convenors and the committee members of  Heritage study centre of Government Girls General 

degree college, Kolkata -23,  took the decision to organize an  unique Heritage Food Festival,  "Khana- e - 

Khidderpore" on 22nd November 2022, as a part of the celebration of World Heritage Week (19th 

November  to 25th November) which was an ISI initiative.  

 

The idea and objective of this Heritage Food Festival, namely "Khana-E-Khidderpore",was to 

rediscover and demonstrate the rich and varied culinary heritage of Khidderpore area, where our institution 

is located. 

 

It was conceived that this festival would celebrate the gastronomical plurality of this region by 

showcasing Awadhi cuisine, Bengali cuisine,  Anglo -Indian cuisine and  South Indian, Bihari, Odiya 

cuisine as well, which is carrying the cosmopolitan tradition of this locality.  

 

The food festival included :  

o Various competition for our students,  

o Food Talk, Seminar on Culinary heritage,  

o Panel discussion on Food history, 

o Heritage Walk, 

o Interesting cultural show by the teachers and beloved students on the theme of the festival.  

o Publication of  News letter along with the survey based writings of our students and faculty  

members.  

o Make a documentary film on the theme of this heritage festival within  our objective 

o Inauguration of a new Food Map on Khidderpore's famous eatery  under the supervision of  

Dr. Rajashree Dasgupta, the Head of the Department of Geography and with the innovative 

efforts by the students of Geography through extensive survey works .  

 

The major aim was to encourage our students' for skill development. To start up an alternative 

career on food. 

 

The documents related to the food festival are furnished below : 
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Digital Poster Circulated for Heritage Food Festival with the Program Schedule 

Page 3 Page 2 Page 1 
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Page 1 Page 2 

Dastarkhwan-Food Newsletter Published in 

the event 

Website link DASTARKHAWAN.pdf 

(govtgirlsekbalpur.com) 

Inauguration of the FoodMap in 

the event showing the location of 

different eateries in Kidderpore-

Ekbalpore –Mominpore locality of 

Wes Bengal 

https://www.govtgirlsekbalpur.com/documents/Heritage_Study_Centre/DASTARKHAWAN.pdf
https://www.govtgirlsekbalpur.com/documents/Heritage_Study_Centre/DASTARKHAWAN.pdf
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The Convenor- Dr. Antara 

Mukherjee addressing the 

audience 

Dignitaries at the event in the Dias 

Inauguration of the food map 
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Cultural Program at the event 

Panel Discussion at the event 

Documentary film showcased at the event 

Audience in the event  
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Students Participation list in the Heritage Food Festival  

1 
2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 

The audience in the event 
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Sample certificate of the event 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Published in the  Hindu Paper November 12, 2022 


